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Why You Should Vote: Child Care 
 
The American working family has changed a lot over the years and so have our jobs.  Working 
parents today have to juggle work and family.  But wages aren’t increasing at a pace to keep up 
with the rising cost of childcare.  Hillary knows things need to change if we’re going to support 
working families. As she noted at an event over the summer: 

“Let’s put families first and make sure our policies match how you actually work and 
live in the 21st century.  Families look a lot different today than they did 30 years 
ago and so do our jobs.” 

“Working families need predictable scheduling, earned sick days and vacation days, 
quality affordable childcare and health care.  These are not luxuries – they are 
economic necessities.” 

 
According to a new report from New America, the average cost of full-time daycare in child care 
centers has increased to an average of $9,589 per year per child, putting quality day care 
beyond the reach of many working parents. In many states, child care for an infant costs more 
than in-state college tuition. In some places, a minimum wage worker would have to spend 30% 
of their income to put one child in daycare. 

Hillary believes that no family should have to spend more than 10% of their income for 
quality childcare for their children. As president, Hillary would: 

● Expand federal child care subsidies. 
● Double the Child Tax Credit 
● Make preschool universally available to every 4-year-old in America 
● Offer $1,500 college scholarships to new parents and expand on-campus child care. 
● Expand Early Head Start and Early Head Start-Child Care programs. 
● Guarantee 12 weeks of paid family leave to care for a new child. 

 
Hillary also knows working parents face other challenges, and she has solutions to help: 

● Support for families with a child born with special needs 
● Support for single parents going to school 
● Support parents caught in the generational squeeze, struggling to fund retirement and 

college accounts and care for aging parents as well as their own children 
● Give working families a raise by increasing the national minimum wage and 

guaranteeing equal pay for women 
● Provide universal pre-K for every child, no matter where a child lives 

 
 

https://web.archive.org/web/20161105135953/http://barrierbreakers2016.com/
http://www.newamerica.org/in-depth/care-report/introduction/
http://fortune.com/2016/09/28/child-care-costs/
http://fortune.com/2016/09/28/child-care-costs/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2015/10/06/the-staggering-cost-of-daycare-when-you-make-only-the-minimum-wage/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2015/10/06/the-staggering-cost-of-daycare-when-you-make-only-the-minimum-wage/
http://barrierbreakers2016.com/tbt-to-hillarys-fight-for-children-with-disabilities/
http://barrierbreakers2016.com/tbt-to-hillarys-fight-for-children-with-disabilities/
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As Hillary noted at a campaign stop earlier this year: 
 

“People are using every single hour of their day, and there’s still not enough time to 
get everything done.  And too many parents are lying awake at night trying to figure 
out how in the world they’re going to make it all work.  So something’s got to 
change, and there isn’t one-size-fits-all.  We need a menu of options in a country as 
diverse as ours.  And I think there are a number of things we could do that would 
make real differences for families.” 

 
Read More: 
Early childhood education 
Universal Preschool for America’s Children 
Hillary’s plan to support student parents 
Remarks on curbing child care costs 
 

https://www.hillaryclinton.com/speeches/remarks-curbing-child-care-costs/
https://www.hillaryclinton.com/speeches/remarks-curbing-child-care-costs/
https://www.hillaryclinton.com/issues/early-childhood-education/
https://www.hillaryclinton.com/issues/early-childhood-education/
https://www.hillaryclinton.com/briefing/factsheets/2015/06/14/fact-sheet-universal-preschool/
https://www.hillaryclinton.com/briefing/factsheets/2015/06/14/fact-sheet-universal-preschool/
https://www.hillaryclinton.com/briefing/factsheets/2015/08/14/two-generation-approach/
https://www.hillaryclinton.com/briefing/factsheets/2015/08/14/two-generation-approach/

