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WOMEN’S RIGHTS  
 
Millions of women the world over were inspired by Hillary Clinton's historic declaration in Beijing in 

1995 - "women's rights are human rights" – and her message is still reflected in our work 
today.  Her historic run for the White House and dedication to public service have inspired a new 

generation of girls who will grow up knowing that they truly can do anything.  
 

Since Beijing, we’ve seen many advances in women’s rights thanks in large part to the tireless 
work of Hillary, her colleagues in Congress like Sheila Jackson Lee and Diane Feinstein, and 
thousands of volunteers and advocacy groups the world over.  Hillary, along with Senators 

Barbara Mikulski and Barbara Boxer pushed hard to make Lily Ledbetter’s law a reality.  Sen. Patty 
Murray stood strong with Hillary for 3 long years to make emergency contraception available 

over-the-counter.  And when it comes to our reproductive rights, Gov. Jennifer Granholm 
defended them at the state level while Chuck Schumer held the line in the Senate.  We’re slowly 
making progress.  

 
Unfortunately, we still have a lot of work to do.  Despite this progress, women still earn only 78 

cents for every dollar earned by men.  Bills like the Paycheck Fairness Act would strengthen the 
penalties associated with wage discrimination.  Leveling the playing field for working women 

would mean a better life for them and the families they support.  A society simply cannot reach its 
full potential if half of its workers are held back and underpaid.  
 

Our champions in Congress and around the country have spent decades fighting off the relentless 
efforts of extremists to limit our rights and protections under Roe v Wade, while working hard to 

expand access to family planning services in our communities.  The right to choose exists only in 
law books for millions of women, with abortion services available in just 15% of counties 

nationwide.  We must fight harder than ever to defend our rights, make it possible for doctors to 
provide the services we need, and reverse the erosion of our right to determine if and when we 
have children.  If we fail in this task, women will have little chance at an education or a better life 

for themselves and their families.  
 

The prevalence of domestic violence, the use of rape as a weapon of war, and the tragic practice 
of sex trafficking here at home and around the world tell us our work has only just begun when it 
comes to the systemic violence against women and girls.  These are issues our legislators and 

groups like Vital Voices have championed over the years, and we must support their work and 
continue to fight these atrocities at every turn.  

 
At the end of the day, every issue is a women’s issue – the economy, jobs, climate change, 

improving our schools, making health care accessible to all, raising the minimum wage, gun 
safety, and reducing crime in our communities – these are things that affect all of us.  There are 
however some issues that are unique to women – things that affect our mothers, our sisters, our 

daughters and our wives.  Closing the wage gap, stopping and punishing those who commit 
gender-based violence, sexual harassment and discrimination at every level, standing up to hate-

speech toward women, and defending a woman’s right to determine her own reproductivity… 
these are all uniquely women’s issues.  

 

These are the battles that still need to be fought. They are the battles we must – and will – win! 


