
Op-Ed, The Hill – A Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing 
  
Deception is a cheap marketing strategy that fake women’s “healthcare” clinics employ with 
impunity. Since President Trump was elected, a key part of the religious right’s strategy in 
chipping away at women’s reproductive rights has been to increase dedicated funding to 
conservative faith-based organizations like Real Alternatives and Obria. These centers target 
their outreach and marketing to working-class communities and communities of color.  As a 
black Catholic who holds solemn our faith’s call to both follow  our own conscience and respect 
the right and duty of others to do the same, I find their unscrupulous methods appalling. It is 
unethical to force your conscience on another through deceit. Given the alarming maternal 
mortality among African-American women, it’s clear that women need real solutions to 
reproductive health challenges, NOT misinformation and coercion.  
  
These “crisis pregnancy centers” advertise free pregnancy testing and other services to lure 
pregnant women into their “clinics” while failing to mention strategies for preventing an 
unplanned pregnancy or options available when one arises. Women who enter these centers 
are presented with factually inaccurate and misleading information, often by untrained staff 
pretending to be medical personnel, in an effort to dissuade them from pursuing abortion. 
  
Elected officials are working to hold these centers accountable. When state legislators Erika 
Geiss and Adam Hollier proposed amendments to block continued funding for the fake health 
centers and Governor Whitmer zeroed out the funding in her budget, conservative legislators 
and the Michigan Catholic Conference circled the wagons to protect their golden goose. Public 
officials have a responsibility to spend taxpayer dollars wisely rather than subsidize 
misinformation and coercion. Refusing to continue funding for a program that’s not providing 
healthcare is the kind of moral leadership Catholics look for in elected officials.  
  
Religious freedom is a cherished American principle. But to ensure religious tolerance, we 
have to respect both freedom of religion and freedom from religion in our politics. Catholic 
legislators were elected to represent the entirety of their constituencies, and their actions in the 
legislature should reflect what their constituents want and need.  There is no place to fund 
programs that mischaracterize science, distort the truth and line the pockets of vocal but 
powerful religious interests hell bent on robbing women of the ability to exercise their 
conscience. The legislators were right to curtail such profligacy. 
  
The majority of Catholic voters applaud lawmakers who don’t play politics with their lives. 
Deceiving women about their healthcare options is immoral. Defunding fake clinics is simply 
good stewardship of public funds and demonstrates the kind of moral leadership we need - 
voters deserve nothing less. 
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