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Hillary Is Taking On Bullying In Schools 

Bullying is not exactly a new problem in our schools — ask any middle-schooler and they’ll say 
that some kids just like to pick on each other.  Most children outgrow the need to belittle, mock 
and bully others.  But this year’s campaign has added a new and disturbing element to the 
problem, and teachers are drawing a direct line between the increase in bullying and the words 
and actions of Hillary’s opponent in this election. 

October marks Bullying Prevention Month, and educators are witnessing a frightening increase 
in bullying in America’s classrooms and on its school grounds. A recent national survey by the 
Southern Poverty Law Center  discovered a phenomenon they’re calling “The Trump Effect” — 
which stems from the hateful and divisive language coming from Donald Trump’s campaign. 
This has led to an increase in fear and anxiety among students of color, raising concerns with 
teachers who would normally use a presidential election as a teaching tool.  This year, they are 
reluctant to discuss the presidential election in their classes. 

Hillary addressed this rise in bullying on the campaign trail in August, mentioning a high school 
basketball game where the students from one school taunted the other team, with 
predominantly Latino students, with shouts of “build a wall!” 

“Next time you see Trump rant on television, think about all the children listening across 
America,” Clinton said. “Kids hear a lot more than we think. Parents and teachers are already 
worrying about what they call the ‘Trump Effect.’ They report that bullying and harassment are 
on the rise in our schools, especially targeting students of color, Muslims, and immigrants.” 

Hillary’s not standing for this bullying.  Her campaign put out a short video called Role Models, 
which shows young children watching and listening to her rival’s hateful rhetoric — the way he 
mocks disabled reporters.  

Children are paying attention to what’s going on, and they’re asking questions.  Last 
December, a 10-year-old girl asked Hillary what could be done about the bullying targeting 
children with disabilities and illnesses.  Hillary explained that we need to create a space where 
bullying is not tolerated or allowed — and that we need more love and kindness in our country. 
That it’s important that we stand up to bullies wherever they are. 
 

 

https://www.splcenter.org/sites/default/files/splc_the_trump_effect.pdf
https://www.splcenter.org/sites/default/files/splc_the_trump_effect.pdf
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