
Religious Freedom Isn’t a License to Rip Away a Woman’s Autonomy 
  
No country is perfect to be sure. But let’s face it – Brazil, Guatemala, Iraq, Libya, 
Russia, Sudan, and Yemen have a lot of work to do when it comes to human rights. 
America has a long history of standing with the democracies of the world in protecting - 
even promoting human dignity, but in the past few years we’ve fallen in with some bad 
actors. You have to wonder why the US is joining forces with these countries in 
declaring that half the world’s population doesn’t have an international right to an 
abortion, and imposing their ultraconservative beliefs on women around the world. 
  
In considering religious freedom, Catholic teaching is crystal clear on the reverence for 
individual conscience as the first and final arbiter for any moral decision. As Catholics 
and as Americans, we support a woman’s right to follow her conscience in moral 
decision making. Our Catholic faith supports this stance as do the six in ten US 
Catholics who believe abortion can be a moral choice. 
  
Our Catholic faith teaches us to value social justice - it’s hard to ignore the fact that the 
folks who will be blindsided and hurt by this insidious attack on women’s healthcare are 
the very people who lack the economic power to circumvent the obstacles to exercise 
their personal freedom of conscience. President Trump simply does not care about 
stripping the world’s most vulnerable of just and compassionate care. This is a betrayal 
of the very America he claimed to put first in exchange for cheap political paybacks to 
ultraconservative special interests. That’s just wrong. 
  
It’s important to remember that the United States was founded by individuals fleeing 
religious persecution who understood the importance of both the freedom to practice 
your faith, as well as the freedom for others to practice a different faith or no faith at all. 
However, the Trump administration is hell bent on using the term religious freedom, 
which has good and positive connotations for so many Americans, to launch this 
unprecedented stealth attack on separation of church and state here at home, and on 
women’s healthcare around the world. 
  
In true Orwellian style, discrimination, prejudice and favoritism are being cloaked in a 
virtuous message. The sad truth is that the extreme right is not defending religious 
liberty — they are redefining it into a broad license to discriminate against anyone for 
any reason that is rooted in an ultraconservative religious belief. Religious liberty has 
been a cornerstone of our democracy meant to protect the persecuted. Now we see it 
used as a mantle to exert power and deny rights to the most vulnerable. 



  
Sadly, we see so many examples globally where faith leaders have abused their power. 
Some religious leaders’ obsession with women’s sexuality leads them to interfere 
unjustly in politics and to declare a particular belief or prejudice more powerful or 
worthy. They argue for free speech and religious freedom while working to muzzle those 
same rights in others. 
 
Governments should move heaven and earth to legislate based on public reason, 
equality and freedom. A truly secular world - in which we value human rights - must 
defend freedom of and freedom from religion. Imagine how much more tolerant and just 
our world would be if we followed these principles? 
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